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What is a Road Safety Audit?

• A road safety audit is a formal safety performance 
examination of a corridor. It reports on potential road 
safety issues and identifies opportunities for 
improvements in safety for all road users.

• The goal is to answer the following questions:
• What elements of the road may present a safety 

concern: to what extent, to which road users, and 
under what circumstances?

• What opportunities exist to eliminate or mitigate 
these safety concerns? For more information, see the Federal 

Highway Administration’s Road Safety 
Guidelines: 
https://highways.dot.gov/safety/data-
analysis-tools/rsa/road-safety-audits-rsa  
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Driveway 
conflict

Triple left turn is 
difficult for drivers 
to maneuver 
without drifting 
into another lane

High number of 
right turning 
vehicles conflict 
with pedestrians

Mission Boulevard
A St to C St Issues and Observations

Driveway 
conflict

Cars parked 
on sidewalk

Vehicle acceleration and 
lack of sidewalk buffer 
makes this block feel 
exposed for pedestrians

Vehicles turning 
from combined 
left/thru lane can be 
unexpected and 
uncomfortable for 
pedestrians 

Skewed 
intersection creates 
potential conflicts 

Drivers turning 
onto Mission have 
four receiving 
lanes, creating a 
multi-threat 
situation for 
pedestrians
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Consider 
pedestrian 
scramble 
given high 
pedestrian 
volumes in 
all directions

Mission Boulevard
A St to C St Opportunities

Systemic Treatments

Leading Pedestrian Interval

Raised Crosswalk
Consider pedestrian 
scramble

Connect raised 
bikeway from the 
north into downtown

Traffic calming throughout 
corridor to increase 
permeability between 
downtown and BART

Consider removing 
combined left-right turn 
lane and installing a 
raised median and 
pedestrian crossing 
refuge
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Planned 
Bike Loop

Complex 
crosswalk with no 
median lighting

Planned 
Bike Loop

Long pedestrian 
delay and crossing 
distances

Heavy permissive 
left turn volumes 
and combined left 
turn/through lane 
creates confusing 
pedestrian 
crossing timing

No 
LPI

Long 
crossing 
distances for 
pedestrians

High number of 
midblock crossings, 
potentially at night 
and involving alcohol

Mission Boulevard
C St to Jackson St Issues and Observations

Vehicle acceleration 
and lack of sidewalk 
buffer makes this 
block feel exposed 
for pedestrians

Through lanes 
cause merging 
challenges for 
drivers going 
continuing to 
Jackson St

Lack of crosswalk 
creates circuitous 
routes for pedestrians

Planned 
transitional 
housing
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Add 
median 
lighting

Reduce 
crossing 
distance across 
Mission Blvd

Consider 
protected left 
turn onto D St

Reduce crossing 
distance with 
bulb-outs for all 
crosswalks

Mission Boulevard
C St to Jackson St Opportunities

Systemic Treatments

Leading Pedestrian Interval

Reduce crossing 
distance, volumes, 
and intersection skew

Reduce exposure and 
speeds throughout 
corridor

Planned 
Bike LoopPlanned 

Bike Loop
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Existing bus stop 
has allowed 
parking

Excessive road curvature could 
encourage higher speeds

Intersection geometry 
seems safer than other 
intersections on the Loop

Existing bus stop

Foothill Boulevard
City Center Dr to A St Issues and Observations

History of 
vehicles colliding 
with building

Vehicle queuing 
observed

Poor driver 
behavior due to 
cross section 
narrowing then 
rewidening

4 lanes may 
encourage higher 
speeds and provide 
excess capacity 



8

S A F E  S T R E E T S  D O W N T O W N

Remove parking 
sign from bus 
stop and enforce 
red curb

Foothill Boulevard
City Center Dr to A St Opportunities

Systemic Treatments

Leading Pedestrian Interval

Reduce exposure and 
speeds throughout 
corridor

Reduce number 
of through lanes 
from 4 to 3 

Consider implementing 
two through lanes with a 
separated local frontage 
road in both directions
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Visibility issues with 
side street

LPI is too short at 
west crosswalk

Foothill Boulevard
A St to C St Issues and Observations

Has LPI and 
no turn-on-
red signage

5 lanes encourage 
higher speeds and 
provide extra roadway 
capacity

Parking and 
loading zones 
seem underutilized

Crosswalks 
distances are 
long at every 
intersection

Drivers turning onto 
Foothill Blvd have 
four receiving lanes, 
creating a multi-
threat situation for 
pedestrians
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Consider raised crosswalk or bulb-
out to slow access onto 1st St

Replace slip lane with 
a standard left turn 
lane. Its removal would 
allow a potential two-
way cycle track

Add curb 
extensions 
and straighten 
sidewalk

Adjust curb 
radius

Foothill Boulevard
A St to C St Opportunities

Systemic Treatments

Leading Pedestrian Interval

Raised Crosswalk

Opportunity to have this intersection 
act as a gateway to downtown

Reduce exposure and 
speeds throughout corridor

Consider 
installing 
bulb-outs

Consider installing bulb-outs

Consider 
installing 
bulb-outs
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Visibility issues 
with side street; 
uncontrolled right-
turn slip lane

Uncontrolled 
right-turn slip lane

Large skewed intersection 
creates potential conflicts 
between all modes, 
queuing observed between 
Main St and Foothill Blvd

Obstructed view 
of stop-controlled 
crosswalk

Foothill Boulevard
C St to Jackson St Issues and Observations

Driveways in 
intersection

No median 
lighting

Planned assisted 
living facility

Planned housing 
development

6 lanes encourage 
higher speeds and 
provide extra roadway 
capacity
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C St to Jackson St Opportunities

Reconfigure local 
street access to 
reduce conflicts

Opportunity to keep 
this as a gateway to 
downtown

Systemic Treatments

Leading Pedestrian Interval

Consider 
signalizing 
intersection

Reduce exposure and 
speeds throughout 
corridor

Close direct 
driveway access to 
Foothill Boulevard

Consider installing 
two-way cycletrack on 
west side of the street
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Prevalence of many 
parking lots and 
driveways exposes 
pedestrians to vehicles

Prohibited 
pedestrian 
crossing

A Street
Mission Blvd to Foothill Blvd Issues and Observations

Significant merging 
and weaving due to 
high capacity and 
priority for the left 
turn at Mission Blvd

Intersection 
reconstructed to 
improve bike, 
pedestrian, and 
vehicle access to 
downtown

High pedestrian 
exposure due to 
triple turn lanes

Limited buffers 
between pedestrians 
and fast-moving 
traffic, especially on 
the southern sidewalk
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Plant additional trees for 
and install bulbouts like 
the north side for 
improved pedestrian 
experience and to slow 
down driverson

Additional bulbouts to 
mark parking spots

Consider a 
pedestrian hybrid 
beacon to facilitate 
pedestrian crossing

A Street
Mission Blvd to Foothill Blvd Opportunities

Systemic Treatments

Leading Pedestrian Interval

Reduce exposure 
and speeds 
throughout corridor

Opportunity for 
protected bike lanes or 
two-way cycle track to 
connect to Main St

Consider reallocating 
more space for parking 
and/or bicycle lanes to 
reduce pedestrian 
exposure
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